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● Structured literacy approach
● Literacy terms
● Supporting your child’s literacy 

learning at home

Wendy



       

A structured approach to 
literacy
Highly explicit and systematic teaching of all the 
important components of literacy

Jo



       

"Explicit teaching of alphabetic 
decoding skills is helpful for all children, 
harmful for none, and crucial for some." 

C. Snow and C. Juel (2005) Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Jo



       

The Big Six
 Edith Cowan University

Phonological 
awareness

Letter-sound knowledge (phonics)

Vocabulary

Fluency

Comprehension

Oral language & 
early literacy 
experiences

Jo
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2HHrKpjlYM


       

When you were at school Learning now
● Letters first ● Oral Language and sounds first

● Learned random word lists ● Heart words/irregular are explicitly taught

● Memorisation of whole words ● Segment the sounds then blend them 

● Read the book at school, take it home; 
a new book every day

● Reading at different levels to fluency
      Sound  >  word  >  sentence  >  book

● Reading groups ● Needs based groups that change

● Separate reading, writing, handwriting 
and oral language lessons and times

● Links between oral language, reading, 
handwriting and writing.

● Greater focus on the meaning of the text 
rather than accuracy of what is read

● Misread words are corrected; focus is on 
sounding out and blending

● It was thought we got better at reading by 
reading.

● Students get better at reading by learning and 
practicing the alphabetic code

● The point of reading instruction is to get 
children to love reading.

● The point of reading instruction is to teach 
children to read.

● Integrated Science of Learning practices

Jacqui



       

Clean sounds

Sound Foundations for Literacy (recording available on YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/3f5x3vkh)Sue

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SePU-T4S-js


       

Sound Wall

Jacqui



       Sue, Jacqui



       

Supporting Your Tamariki

Wendy



Why Talking Matters
80% of neural 

connections are 
made in the first 

1000 days

Hearing more 
than one 
language 

supports brain 
developmentResponsive 

communication 
boosts brain 
development

Talk shapes 
brain 

architecture
Talk builds 
emotional 
wellbeing

10 minutes 
reading a day 

exposes tamariki 
to 1.6 million 
words a year

www.talkingmatters.org.nz Wendy

http://www.talkingmatters.org.nz


       

https://vimeo.com/360140082 

Wendy

https://vimeo.com/360140082


       

● Speaking and listening

Things that help …

● Playing games - attention, turn taking, oral language, memory
● Reading to and with your child (repeated reading is ok!)
● Discussing what is read
● Building connections and asking questions
● Vocabulary - using sophisticated language
● Showing your tamariki you reading and writing
● Making it memorable and having fun!

Sue



       

When your child 
misreads a word 

Jacqui



       

Having fun!

https://www.facebook.com/gregwarren2/videos/181278
6172392430/ 

Wendy

https://www.facebook.com/gregwarren2/videos/1812786172392430/
https://www.facebook.com/gregwarren2/videos/1812786172392430/


Thank you
Tēnā koutou
Fa’afetai lava


